IPHIGENIA   IN   TAURIS
Iphigenia
Feel no surprise, be patient.
Thoas
You must do,
Carefully, everything the Goddess wants.                           1220
Iphigenia
I trust that I can serve Her wish.
Thoas
And mine.
(The temple doors open for an emerging procession.)
Iphigenia
And here they come, the strangers in their robes,
And lambs whose blood is used instead of theirs,
And burning torches and the instruments
Needed for purifying them and Her.                                  1225
Taurians, turn away from the pollution.
Gate-tenders, open the gates, then wash your hands.
Men who want wives, women who want children,
Avoid contagion, keep away, awayl
(Holding the image high.)
O Virgin Goddess, if the waves can wash                       1230
And purge the taint from these two murderers
And wash from Thee the tarnishing of blood,
Thy dwelling shall be clean and we be blest! . . .
To Thee and the All-Wise my silent prayer.
(She signals. The procession moves down the stairs.
Carrying the image, she leads the Soldiers and victims
from the foot of the stairs across the court and out to-
ward the sea.Thoas enters the temple with Attendants,
leaving in the courtyard only the Temple Maidens.)
The Second Maiden
Latona bore one day a golden Child,
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